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Time for change at PROJ in 2021
Charles H. Spencer1* and Alberto Martini2
We wish to thank the Pediatric Rheumatology European
Society (PReS) for its ongoing sponsorship of our journal. PReS has supported our young journal in so many
ways. It has agreed with our objective of aiding in the
development of the small but rapidly expanding field of
international pediatric rheumatology (PR). As far as having its own journal, our subspecialty, the field of PR, had
several potential directions to go in the 2000’s and even
now. Our journal, backed by the support of 80% of the
pediatric rheumatologists who replied to a survey in
2002, chose to be an Open Access journal. The sponsorship of Pediatric Rheumatology (PROJ) by PReS in 2011
helped us maintain an Open Access journal in the last
10 years free for anyone to read in any part of the world.
Any physician or clinician or parent with access to a
computer and a search engine can read PROJ without
having to pay for access to print journals. We cannot
measure the effect of an open access journal for our subspecialty but we think it has been positive. Our Impact
Factor has risen to a decent 2.5–2.6 level over the past
10 years and likely reflects much PR interest and support. But some change is coming now in how to pay for
our article processing charges (APC), particularly as the
number of papers financially supported by PReS has
been decreasing every year.
Each author may apply for a discount from BioMed
Central/Springer. Written proof from a business manager or administrator that the authors have no access to
funds for the APC will allow a full discount for the APC
in many cases. Authors whose institution is a member of
BioMed Central may get a large discount. As always, authors from countries with limited resources may receive
a substantial or full discount. Manuscripts from national,
international and global PR organizations with funding
challenges will also be eligible for major discounts. Some
pediatric rheumatologists have grants that will help with

journal costs. Many institutions and governments, especially in Europe and the United Kingdom, support publishing in Open Access journals and pay the APC.
So it is time in 2021 for PROJ to leave the nest of PReS
and fly on its own financially. It is a developmental step and
an inevitable one. It was planned in the beginning of PReS
sponsorship that change was eventually coming. So we will
do everything we can as Editors to provide help for APC
funding for every author who needs it. Please refer to the
journal’s website for information on the support available
and how to get in touch if you have any questions.
Abbreviations
PReS: Pediatric Rheumatology European Society; PROJ: Pediatric
rheumatology online journal; PR: Pediatric rheumatology; APC: Article
processing charge
Authors’ contributions
CHS wrote the editorial and AM read and revised it. The author(s) read and
approved the final manuscript.

Declarations
Competing interests
CHS and AM are Co-Editors-in-Chief of Pediatric Rheumatology.
Author details
1
University of Mississippi, Jackson, MS, USA. 2University of Genova, Genoa, Italy.

Publisher’s Note
Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in
published maps and institutional affiliations.

* Correspondence: spencercharlesh1@gmail.com
1
University of Mississippi, Jackson, MS, USA

© The Author(s). 2021 Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License,
which permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long as you give
appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Creative Commons licence, and indicate if
changes were made. The images or other third party material in this article are included in the article's Creative Commons
licence, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not included in the article's Creative Commons
licence and your intended use is not permitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain
permission directly from the copyright holder. To view a copy of this licence, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.
The Creative Commons Public Domain Dedication waiver (http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/) applies to the
data made available in this article, unless otherwise stated in a credit line to the data.

