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Comparison of epidemiological studies of JIA is challen-
ging due to many influencing factors, mainly differences in
classification criteria or study designs (e.g. population-
based, hospital-based, questionnaires, registry data).
Recently, longitudinal cohort studies have provided impor-
tant contributions to the understanding of the disease
course of JIA in the long run. Latest advances in research
of incidence and prevalence of JIA will be highlighted and
discussed to facilitate understanding the consequences of
epidemiological knowledge of the disease.
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